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many loud complaint 
| of the ev vils and corruptions wing 
775 we live in, hare be C 
made to no purpoſe; 
that which lay at the bottom 4 "x 
= them was not found out, and be- 
phat n no effefual remedy could he propeſe TIE. 
Erskine has at length made a gil args. / Ws. 
ks ſynodical ſermon, that deſerves 2 
mation from them, that are not ſatisfied jo a 
laut indolence, always complaining apd de- 
nothing; but wart to be directed into t 
ule they ought to take for reforming th 
and corruptions. His words axe, Sn. 
Page 26. I am perſwaded, that carnal 
ktions of the kingdom of Chriſt, which is not 
Fi world, ly at the bottom Emer, of ile 
2 16 
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Bs with him in this matter. And while this 


236. Where he ſays, 1. © This fatal error of th 


n 7, 1 0 | 
ce evils and corruptions of the day we live ur. 
This is but a hint; and it were w be will au 
that he himſelf had taken time to lay op Thi 

grounds of his perſwifion, even tho de 
thereby prevented himſelf as to ſome'thi 
that follow in the ſermon. - But ſeeing ith 
probable that he will do this ſo quickly.u 
evils and corruptions call for a remedy f na! 
ſhould not offend him, that his thought 16 
ſued by another that is of the ſame perſwsl 


done, it is neceſſary, that the ſcope of his 
mon ſhould be attended to as far as is conſiſii it is 
with the propoſition that is propoſed to be 
Iuftfated. . 

It comes in upon the reaſons he gives, y 
the Few/b builders rejected Chriſt, page 


e proceeded from their ignorance of Chriſte of 
the excellency of his perſon, and of the Mui a 

* <E rious myſtery of redemption and laivat 
I thro' him, Afr iii. 17. 1 Cor. ii. 8. ii. 
were men of no deſpicable parts, capab Nor 
* nough to toſs an argument; they "thou 
«* themſelves the only ſeers in Iſrael in hn 0 
« day, Are we bling alſo? Vet Chriſt dechi 
them blind like moles in things relating tt 
* his kingdom. The leaſt of Chriſt's ba 
* whom they reckon'd among the accurſed i of 
* had more of the ſaving knowledge of lis 
and of the things of Gad, than they; Ne 

I the blind leading the blind, both ſtumelie 
* on the ſtumbling ſtone, and fell into the Mr ri 


together. 2. Miſtaken notions of the 
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| ; Mr 
ure of the Meſſiah's Lingus was another 
Lauſe of heir rejecting this precious fone. , 
[They had form'd a notion to themſelves, * 
without any real ground from ſcripture pro- 
pecy that the Meiliah was to appear in the- 

rm of an earthly monarch, and that he was 

w lift up the head of the Jewviſbh nation, and 
make the · Roman, and all the nations of the 
world the ir vaſſals and tributaries; but , ind- 

ing themſelves miſtaken, they diſown and 
crucify him, as an impoſtor. Which, by: the 

by, ſerves to difcover what a dangerous thing 

It is, not to have right conceptions of the 
ſpiritua! nature of Chriſt's kingdom. Hav- 
z thus far introduc'd himſelf to the ſubject by 
k Jewiſh builders, and declar'd the danger of 
mg conceptions of the nature of Chriſt's king- -- 
m, he ſolemnly applies what he had been ſay- 
g of the Fezozſh builders tothis day, in the re- 
ukable words before noted. And by the 

ne rule it is applicable to any day wherein 
iſtianity is corrupted: For it is of the cor 
tons of chriſtianity that he is ſpeabing. The 
pption of ehriſtianity has ſucceeded in the 

m of the corruption of the Jetoiſh church, 

uch was chiefly owing to the builders. And 

m thence, the rejection of Chriſt, in his mi- 
lers and people, in his truths and the profeſ- 
noß his name, as the Prophet, Prieft and King 

us church, has proceeded; even as the rejecti- · 
af Chriſt himſelf flow'd from the corruption 
eligion among the Fews: And both kad 

t riſe from a miſtaken notion of Chriſt's king- 

d 25 ſer forth in the prophecies, Thus far 

4 | | we 

.. 
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| * 
ve have Mr. Erckiue "Bur 1 % Ws 
go further, than merely to point out. the 
Ir owever 5 keeping his dir tio in view, 
minding the warning he tag given of dings 
miſtaking the nature of Chriſt's kj 
Let us go on to conſider, firſt, How the A 
builders, that dealt ſo much in the -Old 7 
. prophecies, and explain'd them to 
. FE came to form ſuch à notion-of the M 
| þ Fame 16h 5 and next, By 4 ſuitable g 
cation of this to ſome obs the corruption 
the day we live in, what he ſays, of the 6 
of the — and corruptions of the day, way 

| with {ome evidence to them that want 
ow the truth in this matter. 
As to the firſt, Mt. Erkine lays, K 
without any real ground ſcom ſcrirme dn ] 
that that they form'd that carnal notig 

| 2 Meſſiah's kingdom to Re 
when he ſays, there was no real ground, he d 
not deny, but rather inſinuate, that there . 


ſome appearance of a ground for their potia 
the Meſſiab 's kingdom in the pr 5 N * 
ſo K. was: So it _ tobe. The hell 


of the Meſſiab, and his kingdom behdvd ws to 3 
involv'd in Agures: Otherwiſe they ol Wn 
bave been fulfilled by men profeſſing to ben 
them, as they were. fulfilled by the JA... 
Eren as the New Teſtament prophec cond 

ing antichriſt, could never have been full 1 
by men profeſling to believe the ou by 
tament, i; it had been ſpoken,plainly and FF" 
out any proverb. God i. up the king 
David in the e a, b 


VV 

wy of Chriſt and ſpake of it 3 | 
ne kingdom of heaven is a myſtery, the Rid. 
I ſenſe of a figure, and it has many fuck my. 
nes, which the Jerviſßh bwilders were net 
ide to Know. They did not know the wil. 
bn of God in a myſtery; and ſo they took 
py with the figure and neglected the Raden 
ne. Yea, it was not ſo eaſie for them to per- 


ſelament revelation, making theſe things very 
er that were dark unto the prophete 
tives: And therefore they are yet mee i- 


: New Teftament revelation compleat, ant 
wc to believe Tt, and-yet entertain carnal 
tions of the kingdom of Chrift. Not only 
t Jewiſh builders, but our Lord's diſciples, 
he days of his fleſh, while he was ſpeaking 
qables, and before he afcended to the throne. 
this kingdom, and poured down the, Holy 
ot, to make the New Teſtament revela- 
bn full and clear, underſtood the prophecies 
i worldly Kingdom. But after the New Tef- 
ment revelation, the only infalible explicati- 
lion of the Old, is compleated by the Holy 
hoſt ſent down from heaven, it is more eri- 
ml in them that profeſs to believe it, to 
ine ſtill, that, according to ſcripture pro- 
Ny, Chriſt's Kipgdom muſt be ſome way of 
* world. And Mr. Erskine believes there 
ome ſuch imaginations in the minds of chriſ· 
u at this day; when he ig perſwaded, that 
ul notions o the kingdom of Chrift, which 
Mof this world, Iy at the bottom ef the 
. r x : cor - 
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ie it, as it is for them that have the New 


kulable than the Jemiſb builders, who hare | | 
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= corruptions of the day. The Jie bail 
according to the view they had of thaw 
15 phecies, which yet had not a real gramm 0" 
them, imagin'd that the Meſfſah as 0 $5 
. David's earthly throne, which the New T1 
tament makes the figure of the heavenly; 
chriſtians, ſo call'd, ſet the kings of Europe 
that throne, even as the chriſtian builden 
the days of Conftantine, ſet him onthat thront 
And in this, the Jewiſo builders had pigit 
the Metter of chriſtians, according to the nt 
RON 2 5 for they gave David's throne to f 
Ml.ͤeſſiah chat they were looking for The i 
pettation that ſome have of a temporal reig 
of the Jews in their old land, when once the 
are converted in a national way, and that be. 
„their land will be the viſible — of Chriſ 
kingdom over all the world, before his ſeco 
coming, is very like the notion that the Jeme 
builders had of the, Old Teſtament - proph 
cies ; and they that think they have « 
ground in the prophecies for ſuch expeRatio 
need not be ſurprized at the great blunderth 
the Jewiſb builders committed in explain 
the prophecies. If we confider the applicati 
that ſome make of the prophecies , touch 
Chriſt's kingdom to Scotland, we cannot be ff 
. priſed at the application that the Jetriſß bui 
ers made of them to the land of the Jet: 
it is manifeſt, that, by the ſtile ot the p 
phets, the Jeruiſb application had ſome! 
the advantage. And if there was enough er 
in the prophecies ta confute the Jeruiſb no 
of them, and to render them een 


Y 7-2 
"i++ 
* 
1 . 


9 
a. kingdom of Py Wt adpene- 
by made tto them, much more are they 
hut excuſe by theſe prophecies, who have . 
* the New Teſtament that . a 


f 


Nis ſeals of the prophecies * was the more 
cable to them, that it flatter d their pride, 
aid not rematkably croſs any <a 2 . 


ls ; but rather ade Wh 
petting them fulkll'd. Al e Ly FA 4 _ 
hantage in their carnal minds inthe minds 
he people over the ſenſe of the prophecies 
n our Lord and hie en for. 
is made them overlook every thing in the 
pbecies, that ſeem d to croſa this carnal ſenſe 
them, or reconcile it the beſt way they could _ 
th this ſenſe. - Yea, with what dithculty were 
diſciples at firſt perſwaded to | give 15 po 
u carnal ſenſe of . 1875. prof be e 
e the ſpiritual one. 
ion to the world and bes cenie mind 


was wrought in them by 17 — W 
* down from Heaven, to Frog? 


true interpretation of the pro 


But the ſenſe of the Scripture. prophet. oY 
{ not bear ſo hard on mens 15 lu as our Lord's 


erpretation of them did, was not maintain 
the Jewiſh builders without a zcal of 


U his worſhi ip and and ſervice. They ew d the 
uteſt zeal for the law of peg ac: 
bry of God as the Author of the ol- 
ment revelation in a Crit, eve je — 
* ; prophecies againſt 'Chrift, and. in 

bim and hit 18 y ly Ling | 


| ( 10 ) 2 

They did not imagine that in the kinga 
their Meffiah, wickedneſs and pro hanitp wi 
take place; very far from it : They expel 
he would reform the corruptions, that w 
complain'd of among them, and that; in 
alting their nation, he would revive and 
firm the covenant made with their nation 
Sinai, in all the articles of it, and eftab 
the law of - Moſes over all nations who were to 
blefſed in the obfervation of that law, and 
coming within the bond of that covenant, at 
ſame time that they came in ſubjectien tor 
Jewiſb nation. And in this they had by 
the advantage of any of them that now pro 
the greateſt zeal for national covenants, or 
national form of a church, that can pretend 
no more of an intereſt in divine inſtitution, 
« they are a copying after that national co 


nant and church which the Jewiſb build 


tom 
Puri! 
erce 
ectio 
pents, 
gen; 
"me. 
aut! 
rea 
de ve 
rel: a 
laces 
wel] 
uke 


y inconſiſtent wi 
e's Sermon, yet 


T4 


| $1 5 . 
um what i ſaid what it is makes a. 


Euriſhing church. It is not her external 
ace and plenty or proſperity ; not her con- 


ection in politicks with Kings or Parlia - 


xots, Patrons, Heritors, or any other ſet of 
jen; but her connection with the Chief - 
mer Stone. This and this only is what 


kuwtifics the whole building, and makes her a 1785 


reale with the increaſe of God.“ It will 
be very eaſie to declare how far a national 
xc} and covenant, and ſhutting the door un- 
laces of civil or military truſt on ſuch as are 
vell affected to that church and covenant, 
uke place without ſome connection in pe- 
uh with Kings and Parliaments, or with the 
tive civil power. And ſeeing this con- 
bn, at leaſt, adds nothing to the beauty f 
building; there can be no real loſs in dr v. 
it, that we may give our ſelves wholly to 
maintainance of the connection with the 
! Corner-Stone, which alone beautifies the 
ing, and makes the church increaſe with 
ncreaſe of God. The natural tendency of 
onal covenant and a national ch urch, de- 
ig on that connection with Kings, Parli- 
ts and Armies, is external peace, by the 


leſtruct ion of ſects, plenty or riches to the . : 


WW of that church, and worldly 
| Mr, Erskine ſays is far 20 
which makes a flouriſhing church. And 
clons that the increaſe of the church that 
d that way is not the increaſe of God; 
fly is with him the increaſe of God that 
dy holding the Head, which was the 
B 2 


Kind 


roſperity, . , 
gy wt . 


» ( Is : e 
Kind of increaſe 8 bing or kigi 
of this world own'd chriſtianiyy. "Wn 

Here is a queſtion, If there be any real gm 
in ſcripture prophecy for this ſenſe of the 1 
of the prophets, that the nations of this wi 
are to be churches and in covenant with Got 

' Iſrael was? And the Apoſtle James ſeem 
determine it, in that ſpeech he made Afi 
chapter in the church in Feruſalem';'to wv 
the other apoſtles and the elders of thatchi 
with that whole church agreed; he fays, 
on hath declared how God at the firſt did“ 
the nations to take out of them a- people 
bis name, and to this agree the wor 
the prophets, If we conſider theſe words, 
the words that follow, we cannot be at a lol 
underſtand the Holy. Ghoſt's ſenſe of his 
words in the ſcripture prophecy, when 
— of the nations being brought into 
church and called by God's name, or ha 
his name call'd on them; and among all 
private interpretations and different ſentin 
of men about what it is that the words 0 
prophets agree to about the nations, this | 
- mind of the Holy Ghoſt the inſpirer ofthe 
phets. We may alſo ſce from that context, 
the kingdom of Chriſt, as it ſtood when 7 
made that fpeech, was the antitype of the 
dom of David, and that the ſubjeQs of 
kingdom were bat a remnant of the Jew 
tion, and a remnant ot every other nation 
he had any ſubjecta. This is Chriſt's king 
his church, of which the prophets ſpabe 
for this ſenſe of the prophets, the apoſtle 


-—- 


* by \ * . » LG 
* e 
| 


| 6 13 5 ; S 

«od againſt fuch ax. would not admit the na- 
m, upon Whom God's name was called, into 
L.church, without the Fewws/b national covenant. 
Another reaſon of the miſtake of the Jeiſo) 
vilders a bout the Meffieb's kingdom ſpoken of 
the prophets, was, that they took not the ſcrip- 
by it ſelf to compare it with Chriſt's doQrine, 

it according. to the tradition of their -fa- 
ers, And the tradition of the fathers about 

e Meſſiah's kingdom, being more ' agree- 
le to their worldly | luſts, wherewith their 


n bor their religion was not inconfiſtent, than 
neigt doftrine was; this with the high eſteem 
rie bad of theſe fathers, laid them under 


b a byaſs againſt: Chriſt's kingdom, which 
not of this world, as nothing but the power 
God's grace could wan The, gratifying 
their pride ard other luſts in a conneftion with 
intel for. their religion and the authority of their 
othy anceſtors, whoſe greatneſs and goodneſs 
d capacity to underſtand the prophecies, it was 
t lawful to call in queſtion, made up a three-. 
jd cord not eafily to be broken. | 
is And thus were Fewiſb -builders led int 
hat fatal carnal notion of the Meſſiah's kingdom, 
ext, {Wcrewith our Lord's appearance and doctrine 
ſo inconſiſtent, that they could not bear it, 
it tejected him. They could not endure a 
leſſiah deſtitute of worldly honour and wealth, 
wil man of ſorrows and acquainied with grief, 
pattern of ſelf-denyal in all reſpects, and 
LingWWilling all his followers to deny themſelves, 
K take up their croſs and follow him, and, in- 
oftleeW4d of a worldly kingdom, telling them of 


| the 
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dorn from above, and ' inſtead of theſe gre 
things they were looking for on earth by th 
- Meſſiah, promiſing nothing in this world wit 


' have places of truſt civil or military? Wheths 


| Chriſt in the day we live in. And when u 


0 — 


Eb .* ( 1p) © 4 
the kingdom of heaven, a kingdom not com, 
with obſervation, a kingdom within men, a 
a kingdom that they could have no part in 
vertue of that birth, of which they boaſted 
they were the ſeed of Abraham, and which g 
them a part in the Old Teſtament kingdon 
unleſs they ſhould be born again of the ſpir 


out perſecution and raiſing mens expedtatio 
from this world to the world to come. This y 
as alien from the Jetiſſi ſenſe of the propheci 
as the following queitions are alien from th 
prophecies and the New Feſtament ſenſe of then 
27S. Whether theſe called malignants ſhoul 


2 nationab church ſhould be govern'd by a ſul 
ordination of courts, compoſed; of . pr byte 
acting in parity, or alſo by a ſubordination « 
officers ? And whether the national cler 
ſhould manage the king and parliament, & 
or the king and parliament manage them 
And there has been as much zeal as the Jen 
could doaſt of, ſpent upon theſe ſame queltior 

Now, as the carnal notion of Chrifl's king 
dom, lay at the bottom of the rejection of ou 
Lord by the Fewzſh builders, ſo, thinks M 
Erskine, lyes it at the bottom of the rejection 


come to the application of what has been ſai 
of the Fewwiſh - builders unto the evils and co 
ruptions of the day we live in, it is needleſs 
go further than that inſtance that gave occaſi 


1 


— 


12 Lage 
all the zcal expreſſed in the ſermon 53 which 
The depriving of the chriſtian people of their- 
wht of chooſing their own paſtors, by the late 
8 of aſſembly, whereby it is put in the hands |} 
{heritors, many of them diſaffected to tho | 
auch, and of elders, or repreſentatives of the 
pple, the majority of both together; and this 
zether with patronages, by law eſtabliſhed, 
ich the church calls a grievance, and yet 


bmits. . 

Mr. Erskine is of the mind, that à carnal 
tion of Chriſt's kingdom lyes at the bottom 
this evil and corruption of the day we live © 
ci; but how? is indeed the queſtion, which, 
tl he do it to better purpoſe him ſelf, muſt be 
nenfivercd by way of inference from the hints he 


dul given. And how ſhould this evil come, 

the by the church's Connexion in politicks with 
| ful * of the earth, that ſerves unto the 

engem! peace, plenty and proſperity of the 

7 ech: This connexion began in the days of 
en 


ſtantine, when the man of fin was brought 

B. The churches had been pregnant with. 
conception of iniquity before; but then it» 

brought forth, and from thence nurs'd up by. | 

chriſtian emperors, till the Roman empire 
hoke into ten kingdoms, and yet remain'd 

xd in the one clergy, when the man of fin, 

come to age, ſat down on his throne, and 

n to have pofletfion of the ſuperiority / over 

utions, in the bounds of the Roman empire, 
de rulers. of the empire. had before. 

the days of Conſtantine, the chriſtian buil 

| ſeeing a door open'd for werldly honouts | 

1 riches 
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5 een 
reiches and eaſe, and forgetting the ldd kd 
' _ of ſelf denyal, mortification to the world, 2 
of the ſpiritual heavenly nature of Ci 
dom, which they could not but think dt . 
the croſs, began to inſiſt on the old 
ſenſe of the prophecies, and to compliment 
fiantine, a chriſtian catechumen, with 2 
throne, and ſo to call upon him to act fac 
part about the church, as the good Ling 
| FVadab did about the temple; the goddt 
accepted the compliment, comply d with 
exhortation of bis teachers, and thought beg 
not do too much for the church to make 
Aonriſh with external peace, plenty and 
perity; and that was all that was In his po 
The chriſtian builders had men of diverl 
| ' _eupations profeſſing chriſtianity before; but 
never imagin'd, that the proſeſſion of chtifli 
made any further change in theſe occur 
than to make the men more 'upright and 
denyed in them; ſo that there was ne dif 
betwixt a heathniſh and 4 chriſtian phy 
or mechanick, but in the principles and c 
* their actions in theſe occupations. But 
made another kind of diſtinction betwixt an 
trate and & chriſtian magiſtrate. He bad fog 
ties incumbent on him as the kings of | 
had about the worſhip of God, as to cuts 
reticks and ſchilmaticks, to eſtabliſh chril 
as the religion of the empire in the m 
.heatheniſm, and to ſuffer the open exercik 
; other religion, and to make proviſion i 
| maintenance of the clergy. 
| 
1 


8 . 
} a 1 e IF, io . * ; 
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n Og. 

when ſuch duties were inevimtent > 
chriſtian magiſtrate, and ſuch ſervices td 
ine by him, he behov'd to have ſome pri- 
es connected with theſe ſervices. The na- 
of the thing required it; yea it was not 
fable to the nature of the chriſtian law, 
always connects privileges with ſervices; 
that if Chriſt's law required theſe ſervices 
he magiſtrate, and if the New Teſtament 
ſe him the executor of the laws of Chrift, 


b very peculiar, if it granted him therewith 
8 privilege. It is certain, at leaft, it was not 


in the caſe of the kings of Judab. \ 
hen the earth helped the woman at the re: 
nation, or when ſome of the powers of Eu- 
e interpos'd, no doubt with political views, 
fem the tide of Remiſh perſecution 3 the 

achers and profeſſors of the goſpel, being 
eas d, began to do the ſame thing with 
kings and princes of the earth, that the 
ents did with Conſlantine; and required of 
ſe kings and ſtates, that there ſhould be a legal 
mon for the maintenance of the miniſtete 


Win the room of the pariſh pricfis ; and this 
15 et the church-· lands bad been alienated. It 
no doubt every way reaſonable, that in con- 


tence of this, the legiſlative power of the 
te ſhould have ſome thing to ſay as to theſe 
r ſhould enjoy that maintenance which the 
provided. 3 PR 
The connexion of the church with the a 

of the earth, could not but make a different 
ward fate of the church, from that which” 
before there was any ſuch connexion, and 
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produce effects, that all the influence of 


that a nc 

| oſpel and the ableſt miniſters of it, and the erf 
nexion of the church, with the corner long gat 
not produce before. For it made the pe bi 
of the nations come in a profeſſion of cu. 
anity not of free choice, not by the influent) « 
the goſpel itſelf upon their minds, but by WW: : 
influence of the powers of the earth. Aue c 
conſequence of this, the moſt of the ” o fi 
born and bred in a country, ſo made and cu in 
chriſtian, are chriſtians, the ſame way ſhi! © 
people born and bred in a heathniſh or Mi m 
ometan country, are heathens or MahometW" t! 
Thus we have heard of a great church, and t" 
ſer churches alſo come of her and ſeparated i. 
her, boaſting of being the ſpouſe of Chriſt Wt » 
the mother of God's children, while at Nets 
fame time, the moſt of che children apf 
plainly never to have been begotten b 
ſeed of God's word, but by the influence of en 
kings of the carth, ſtanding in connexjion rt 
the church. And this is very like whit . 
New Teſtament ſpeaks af the. mother of bail r 
committing fornication with the kings of 8 
earth. And in conſegueece of this, the chili 
of the true church, that appeared to be bega 
by the word of God, have been ſeen living » th 
that mother of harlots, and with theſe Tali ** 
| ſprung of her and ſeparated from her, as cHH de. 
ren in the ſame family with that ſpurxious bi * 
yea, and ſo far impoſed on, as to call «iyfſ” 
theſe harlots their mother; and pet, ci 
nothing elſe but the daughter of Zion dwell he 


with the daughter nf Babylon. And the Le 
call to them now is to come forth, that f 


(nu ) 
not in her fins, and in conſequence of that 
er plagucs: For he that ſcattered J1/raet, 
gather him and feed him as a ſhepherd 
\ his flock; and bring his ſheep out of all} 
s where they have been ſcattered in the 
dy and dark Antichriſti an day. 
e native conſequence of this conjunction 
e church and the kings of the earth, to 
g forth chriſtians, was ſuch a form of the 
tian profetſion, as is conſiſtent witha vifible 
i} of the power cf it, or ſuch as under, 
hb men might viſibly ſeek themſelves, and 
the courſe of this world, and tullfill the 
; thereof; and fo chriftianity become a 
day wherein all the people of a nation 
* walk with eaſe, as Chrift foretold falſo 
ets would make it, and not a ſtrait and 
m way as our Lord and his apoſtles made 
For the nations, peoples and 'multitudes 
tten between the church and the kings of 
arth, could not walk in that way; the 
vas too ſtrait, and the way too tod nat- 
for them. And'it can be no wonder to ſeo 
great multitude ſtirr'd up to great zeal 
te ſtricteſt form; of national leiftianiry; 
k others are for 4 more eafie form: Be- 
the ſtricteſt form of it muſt ſtill be ſo 
as to admit of a whole nation under it 3 - 
men muft be fond of a way wherein they 
walk with ſome eaſe to their luſts, and 
elieve they are in the narrow way that 
| to eternal life. Tho' the diſappoint- 
vill be hard upon them in the iſſue, yet 
mean time, it gals their cenſciences 
_ co” ſome 


a2 profeſſion of ſubjection to the magiſtrate 
ſtead of Chriſt. Thus Mr. Erskine in on 


das he on whoſe 


_ mos calc ; and it ſooths their yi, 
8 / # 

Another conſequence of this connexion 

church with the powers of 5 
that which is called the coercive power 
the magiſtrate about theſchurch : For by 
ſame influence behov'd the nations to be l 
in ſubjection to the national form of chri 
nity, by which they were at firſt brought u 
itz and as this was not owing to the influe 
of the word of the goſpel, ſo neither could 
clergy truſt to it for the other. And as if 
ſanctions of Chriſt's laws were not ſuffici 
and he not ſufficient to make them eſſeb 
unto all their ends; the magiſtrate behore 
annex ſanctions of his own ta the laws of Ch 
and ſo make them effectual upon a people 
would not be influenced by the fundion 
Jeſus Chriſt had annex'd to his laws: 80 
the profeſſed ſubjection of theſe people tot 
Jaws, was not a profeſſion of ſubjection to] 
Chriſt and his authority, as was the profe 
fubjeQion of men to the goſpel. at the firſt; 


his ſermons, cannot be defended from bring 
an unrighteous charge againſt theſe potent 
that take upon them to grant a toleration 
ny doctrine or any worſhip, inconſiſtent 
the doctrine, worſhip, and government 
Chriſt hath inſtituted; when he ranks the 
mong theſe that juſtle Chriſt out of his 5 
oulders the government © 


Fhurch is laid ; i theſe potgotate 


77%. 
aj mean, did otherwiſe, they would then 
nd in his place and take his government 
mn their ſhoulders, and rule the fear, or wor- 
hip and ſervice of God, inſtead of him wha 
ver zthe ruler of the fear of God, yea, and bri 
their own fear in the rqom of the fear of God. 
By this power of the kings of the earth about 
eſe national churches they ſtood adorn'd with 
t ufc furniture of the Kings of the earth, who al- 
Wb ſhielded them in the enjoyment of the Pri - 
ald eges that they beſtow'd on them and defended 
em agaĩnſt hereticks and ſchiſmaticks; where- 
ei Jeſus Chriſt is the ſhield and glory of the 
me church, that's cloathed with him, and has 
ores world under her feet, and wears the doctrine 
bis apoſtles as her crown. 
And this is alſo another fruit of the connexi- 
ns of the church with the kings of the earth, 
ut a church fo connected with them, labour d 
der difficulties, in keeping up the pretence of 
r connexion with Jeſus Chrift, in a conſiften- 
proſeſſſ vith her connexion with the legiſlative power 
rſt WW the earth, whereby ſhe was . eſtabliſhed. 
trato nd no wonder if hereupon ſhould enſue two 
n o rties in ſuch a church, ſame as their intereſt 
in chooſing to inſiſt on the pretence of her 
nent mex ion with Jelus Chriſt, untathe weakening 
tion Wie other connexion, and others inſiſting on 
tent e re! connection with the legiſlative power 
ent WF" eſtabliſned her, unto the weakening of the 
her pretended connexion ; and theſe that ate 
is P de helm in church courts going this laſt way, 


ent ole others, that cannot get into the manage? 


ntateo n, ſtrive to ſtir up the people the otheg 


wry, 


— — 


| ; way. And, if they that manage the Chi 
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ſhould at. any time inſiſt vehemently en th 
pretence of connexion with Jeſus Chriſt, ung 
the weakning of the other, it could not mils 8 
produce fuch convulſions in the nation, as thi 
contention of a man and wife for the | 
nence makes in a family, But, however it be 
this connexion of the church and the kings 0 
the earth, makes it ſome way neceſſary fort 
members of the church, as ſuch, to be politiciansa 

well as chriſtians, and to be let into the affgiy 
of the fate, as well as into the affairs of thi 
kingdom of heaven. | EN 

Further, when, by the legiſlative power © 
the nation, the maintenance of the miniſters 0 
the church, is provided for, and their authari 
over the people of the nation raiſed and ſecu 
red, this muſt, in the nature of the thing, þ 
an allurement to worldly. men to feek into th 
miniftry, that ſeek nothing but their own he 
nour, gain and cafe ; and to lay out themſelve 
for it, as men do for any honourable, gainfulan 
eafie woridly imployment. And whatever pre 
feffions or ſubſcriptions be required of then 
when connected with ſuch temporal advanti 
ges, thele will be complycd with by multitude 
that have nothing but theſe advantages 

View. | 
When there are ſeveral candidates for the 

verfight of a Pariſh, and contending part 

there i 8 a neceſſity for ſome ſtanding rule to 
by, to avoid utter confufion ; and this rulemy 
be confiftent with the' connexion betwixt ti 


church and the legiſlative Power of the natit 


wWhbeſel 
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thereby alone, that ſet, of clergy, that poſſeſſes 
wiſhes, has the poſſeſſion of them. 

[a this caſe it is not poſſible that this Rated 
nle can be agreable to the rule obſerved by 
diftians, when there was no connexion between 
church and the powers of the earth, and 
wworldly advantages ſecured unto the mini- 


y of the word, by the legiſlative power of any 
tion of this world, and no maintenance pro- 
ded for them by anyſlaw but the law of Chriſt 
ut influences only his willing people. And 
is eaſy for the party that finds not this rule 
uculated for them, to raiſe a inſt it, 
| not agreeable to the practice of the firſt chri- 
us recorded in ſcripture, and therefore diſa- 
able to the law of Chriſt. But was there a. 
tional church and a national covenant, and the 
xicive power of the magiſtrate about the church 
ting off hereticks, and giving no toleration 
ey but the right ſort of chriſtians, or was 
te 4 national church by law eftabliſhed, ay | 
ng the firſt chriſtians? And why then do net 
le men cry out on theſe things alſo as diſa- 
able to the Kingdom of Chriſt 2 The an- 
tis, Ay, but that was the infancy of the 
ach when there was no chriſtian magiſtrate, 
fo no legal eſtabliſhment. And this an. 
twill ſerve in the other caſe alſo; ſo that, 
ut worldly! honour; gain and eaſe will not 
X us to be conformed to that infancy ofthe 
a in theſe things, why will we be con- 
kd to that Infuncy in this thing that be- 
to alter with the other alterations, and 

8 


krs of the goſpel, or connected with the mini- 


ing the family, and yet at laſt di 
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1 Ca 
a> 4 conſequent of them? Rut even thet ij 
it is ſaid, the church was in infancy, they th 
contributed tothe maintainance of the paſt, 
choos'd them, church members choos'd them 
ſo that the alteration is at leaſt to greater he; 
than it is in the other things. To tell am 
in thoſe days that he would beobliged to nut 
tain the teacher tho' he had no liberty to choc 
his own teacher, would have been then an v 
ſtory. And yet we have not heard any © 
cry or ſcruple at taking ſtipend from a di 
feed heritor or [raiſing an augmentation fre 
his eſtate by law; tho' the: ground of ſeruple 
this caſe be the ſame as in the other. 
As to the liberty of the chriſtian people 
cannot be ſaid to be more taken away by 
act of Aſſembly, than it has been by all 
acts and methods of doing about ſettling pati 
that have been in Scotland: For the majc 
of heads of families deſtroyed the liberty of 
minority, and the greater part ot all ſocietiesii na 
always the beſt, the head of a 3 re preſſſ 
ring od 
them in his choice, deſtroy'd the liberty c 
r in his family capable to choice, and 
aps better chriſtians than himſelf, and ! 
ders repreſenting the people may do the ip 
And if. a' maſter of a family may thus rept i pro! 
his ſervant, a better chriſt ian than hig ee 
what's the difference, as far as Chrift's * 0 
concerned, betwixt this and a landlord's ue: 
ſenting his tenant ? So that unleſs it be 
ced to the old conſent of the whole 1 


{ut the lording of aby one Church mem - 
ger another, either as to the receiving or re- 
big of a miniſter) when there was no con- 
n between the church and the kings ofthe 
b and every chriſtian profeſſed ſubjection 
inſt in ſupporting his paſtor, it is no great 

t which way men be put in pariſhes and 
alſeſſion of the benefice- afforded by law, 
ding it be ſtill in the greateſt agreableneſs 
þ legiſlative power of the nation, and to the 
exion between that and the national 
u the ancient chriſtian liberty remains en- 


ple cotwithſtanding patronage, as it now ſtands; 
by ae preſent act of Aflembly : For, while 
all Wh jrotide teachers for People that would 
pariffict chooſe nor maintain them if left to 
najo elves, there is nothing is theſe acts (un- 
y of Wie preſent government, that offers violence - 
desi man's cenſcience) to hinder any, that are not 
prelicd with the publick teachers, to chooſe 
no own teachers, and contribute to their main 
ty office, as they chooſe their own phyficians. 
and Wit it far eafier for the people to make 
nd le complaints of the want of liberty to 
the e teachers whoſe maintenance is other- 
rep provided for without any foundation in the 
hic res, than to chooſe them and be at the 


Pe LW: of maintaining them actording to the 
rd's us And it is eaſier for miniſters to be 
it bel, by contending for the liberty of the 
ole ys; while they enjoy the publick mainten- 

1 N D. ance; 
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ane, than to leave their worldly adwiu 
to ſerve the chriſtian people in the miniſtry, j 
” - live-as they are capable to enable them. 
4 . Oh'the providence. of the head over all thi 
| to the church. Tho! yet, if none of theſe 
are bred for the legal maintenance, will { 
| themſelves and ſerve; them in the -miniftn 
|. the Word, it is ftill-agreeable to Mr. Zr; 
23 ſermon, that they ſhould chooſe. from an 
themſelves men, not educated for the ſtipe 
that the Law provides,: but knowing mote 
God and of the things of God than even 
builders that reckon them among. the acc 
mob. And'theſe may be as eaſily maint 
ed as the firſt chriſtian elders, before w 
Paul ſet himſelf: at the fame time . as at 
ample of great labour in the miniſtry, u 
Iabour with his hands“; and if his exawpli 
to be followed by: elders. or ; miniſters. 0 
word to the end of the world in the f 
why not in the laſt, ſeeing. he ..commends 
elders, and calls them to follow it as w 
the other? Thus the People may have 
liberty, if they were. delivered from that 
nal notion of Chriſt's Kingdom! that h. 
more real Ground in the Old :Teſtament 
* than the notion of the Jewiſh, bu 
This, and no preſent act of parliame 
aſſembly, holds them in bondage; and 
they be delivered from it, complain 4 
will, they'll never have true liberty to 
. Chriſt according to the New; Teſtamen! 
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low the footſteps of his flock ſet before them 
re, If Mr. Erskine would be ſo good to 
em as tell them this, it might perhaps get 
better hearing from them; but it is fill! 
ar they hear th truth Fo ay body hs, 
1 at 0 3 a — 
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